The Chehalis City Council is a Bunch of Retards


This deals with the City of Chehalis, WA and their sale of their 1961 FIRELINER fire truck.  I want to be very clear, the Fire Chief and the City Clerk (along with all the fire fighters I met at the fire station, and the mechanics at the bus yard) are great people.  The City Council = retarded.

Background:
In July 2009 I spotted the below ad listing the City of Chehalis’ 1961 FIRELINER fire truck for sale.  There were actually two ads, the second was an ad for their 1976 American LaFrance Pioneer.  I bid $2,222.22 for the FIRELINER and figured that as long as I was mailing in a bid I might as well bid on the Pioneer too.  I bid $1,111.11 for the Pioneer because I wanted it half as much.

Read the ad below and take special note where it says, “Property will be sold to the highest bidder”.

All blue print is mine.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

FOR SALE BY BID: CLOSING DATE JULY 30 The City of Chehalis, WA has declared the following property surplus and is accepting sealed bids for the purchase of this property: 

One (1) 1960 Fireliner manufactured by Westland. This is one of only a few made.
• The engine was purchased new by Chehalis.
• 1250 GPM pump. Pumps good but does not hold vacuum well.
• Motor was replaced in 1987 with Cummins 300 HP, model LTA10. Runs strong.
• Vehicle is drivable. (Has been in flood with water above axle level).
• Maintenance records available.
• No equipment included.

Sealed Bids will be accepted by the City Clerk until 3:00 p.m. July 30, 2009. All bids must be clearly marked 1960 - FIRE ENGINE SURPLUS BID. Bids may be delivered in person to Chehalis City Hall, 350 N. Market Boulevard, Room 101, Chehalis, WA 98532, or mailed to City of Chehalis, 350 N. Market Boulevard, Room 101, Chehalis, WA 98532.

Sealed Bids will be opened and read aloud at Chehalis City Hall on July 30, 2009, at 3:00 p.m. Property will be sold to the highest bidder. Payment in full is due no later than 3:00 p.m. on August 6, 2009. Property is sold “as-is” and “where-is” and has no warranty expressed or implied. Property may be inspected by contacting Chief Kelvin Johnson at the Chehalis Fire Department at 360-748-3394.
Judy Schave, City Clerk, City of Chehalis  (07/07/09--09-51)  
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

So, I bid on both the trucks and was a bit surprised when the City Clerk informed me I had won the bid on both trucks.  Within a couple days I drove up to Chehalis and paid for both the trucks.  At that time I received a Bill of Sale for both trucks.  I talked with the Fire Chief and made arrangements to come get the trucks a couple weeks later.

I recruited my adventuresome friend, Wild Bob, to make the trip (120 miles) to Chehalis to get the fire trucks.  I bought us tickets on Amtrak.  We would ride the train up and each drive a truck back.  Everything was smoothed with the Fire Chief and we were all set.  At 7pm the night before we were to leave I get a call from the Fire Chief that the City Council had decided to release the Pioneer, but not the FIRELINER.  I beat up the Fire Chief a little on the phone, but I knew it was out of his hands.

Apparently the Chehalis City Council has no idea how business is done.  When you agree to sell something, then you sell it, then you get paid for it, then you write a Bill of Sale for it….IT IS SOLD!


Here are some key points from the Chehalis City Council Minutes.  First up, their motion to sell the fire trucks.  This motion was passed unanimously,  Any discussion about NOT selling the trucks should have taken place here.  It didn’t. 



April 27, 2009

9. Resolution No. 62009, First and Final Reading Declaring
City Property Surplus. Fire Chief Johnson reported the department had two pieces of apparatus they wished to surplus. He noted one vehicle was a 1960 fire truck that had been in storage for several years and was impacted by the flood of 2007; the second vehicle was a 1976 fire truck that was unable meet annual pump testing requirements. Chief Johnson stated the repair bill for the second truck was estimated by the bus garage to be around $15,000. He noted, as they talked it over with their maintenance staff and the mechanics, the cost benefit of fixing the vehicle did not make good financial sense. Chief Johnson stated they were looking at surplusing both vehicles at that time. Councilor Lund inquired as to how much a new truck would cost. Chief Johnson reported they ran about $400,000. Councilor Lund thought $15,000 was kind of cheap, to just fix the old own. Councilor Dawes moved that the council adopt Resolution No. 62009 on first and final reading.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Taylor and carried unanimously.


Again, note:  The motion to surplus the trucks was passed unanimously.
At this point the fire trucks were advertised for sale with a close date of July 30th for bidding.  There was no reserve and no minimum bid.   I bid.  I won.  I paid.  I received a bill of sale from the City of Chehalis.

Then this at their next Council Meeting.  This was after I had made arrangements to get the trucks, bought Amtrak tickets, and bought insurance on both trucks.  This was the evening before I was to pick up the trucks.




August 10, 2009

4. Consent Calendar. Mayor Ketchum announced the council would pull the 1960 Fireliner fire engine from item number 8 on the consent calendar, and discuss it later in the meeting. 


d. Accept bid from Bob Gallagher in the amount $1,111.11 for the purchase of the surplussed 1976 American LaFrance Fire Engine.
The motion was seconded by Councilor Taylor and carried unanimously.


Note there is no discussion on the sale of the Pioneer, the fire truck that I bid the lower amount.


8. 1960 Fireliner Fire Engine. Councilor Lund stated, after reading the agenda and finding they could only get $1,111 for the engine, he thought there might be an opportunity to keep it for the council to use for special events. Councilor Taylor thought that was a good idea. Mayor Ketchum noted they had been talking for some time about finding something for the council, adding if the truck ran it could be their float.
Fire Chief Kelvin Johnson clarified that the bid for the 1960 fire engine was $2,222. He stated the ‘Local’ owned an older fire truck that could be used by the council if they so desired. Mayor Ketchum stated that truck was used by the fire department, which didn’t leave them any opportunity to use it. Chief Johnson indicated the notice that went out on the vehicle stated it would be sold to the highest bidder and he didn’t recall any language to be able to reject any bids. Common sense from the Fire Chief, but does the city council listen?  No!  Mayor Ketchum requested the administration investigate whether or not the truck was roadworthy, and if not, find out what it would cost to get it working so they could use it. City Manager MacReynold stated they would report back to the council before the next council meeting.


So Bob and I took the train and came back with the Pioneer.  

At the next City Council meeting:


August 24, 2009.

7. 1960 Fireliner Fire Engine. City Manager MacReynold reported, at the last council meeting, there was a request to take a look at what it would cost to rehab the 1960 fire engine to make it available to the councilors for parade opportunities and other events, rather than selling it. He noted Chief Johnson looked into the request and came up with an alternative proposal, which he believed might be even better. Chief Johnson offered to answer any questions that might not have been answered in the agenda report or in the letter from Centralia Chehalis Pupil Transportation Coop Shop Supervisor Harvey Bamford.  Councilor Lund stated he wished the city had people who could find a way to solve a problem, instead of just saying ‘no, we can’t do it.’ Councilor Fuller asked if we ever used the other fire engine owned by the Local, or if it just sat. Chief Johnson stated the firefighters did use it, particularly during the Christmas Parade, and other parades within the city; however in talking with President Casey Beck, it was just a matter of people talking about what they need, and letting them know when they would like to
use it. He reported the department also had other inservice fire engines that could be used in parades based on availability.
Mayor Ketchum noted there was no estimated noted in the agenda report as to how much it was going to cost to make the vehicle roadworthy. Chief Johnson reported he spoke with Mr. Bamford about the vehicle, and was told it would be hard to tell how much it was going to cost until money was spent to dig into it.  Councilor Lund reported he had known Mr. Bamford since high school and he was a problem solver. He stated it seemed odd to him that Mr. Bamford couldn’t figure out a way to make the engine work.  Councilor Dawes felt in the spirit of what Councilor Lund wanted, they could certainly use one of the other inservice vehicles. He noted he respected the fact that the other vehicle was owned by the Firefighters and they used their own personal money on the upkeep. Councilor Dawes stated after making this part of the reason for wanting to consider keeping it, they as councilors needed to follow up and be there to ride it. Mayor Ketchum noted he actually rode on it the last couple of years with
his grandchildren.  Chief Johnson reported the department also had a 1978 fire engine that was better maintained, and at such time they decide to surplus that vehicle, that would be another option for the council.  Councilor Fuller asked if the firefighters would be willing to enter into a letter of understanding stating the council could  use their vehicle. Chief Johnson stated he would need to speak with President Beck about that, but felt they would be interested in listening.  Councilor Dawes felt the opportunity was there if council wanted to participate in using one of the other inservice vehicles. He stated he also knew Mr. Bamford and had asked him about the vehicle last spring when they brought it over to the
bus garage. At that time Mr. Bamford told him it wasn’t worth a hill of beans, so he was not surprised by the written report.

Councilor Fuller moved that the council accept the bid received by Bob Gallagher in the amount of $2,222.22 for the purchase of the 1960 fireliner fire engine.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Dawes and carried 4 to 3, with Councilors Lund and Taylor, and Mayor Ketchum voting against the motion.

Can you believe it?!  After voting unanimously to surplus the truck, after putting it up for bid, after being paid for the truck and writing a bill of sale to me…3 of these poop stains still voted to NOT release the truck to me!

By the way, the old FIRELINER totally kicks ass and cruises quite nicely at 75mph 











Bob Gallagher
287 Menlo Dr N
Keizer, Ore 97303
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