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What this country needs is more “hustle”.  “Hustle” is a fancy word for “ambition and drive”, anywhere you see “hustle” in this article you can make the substitution in your mind.  I first heard of hustle from my dad.  Some of the best advice I ever got was, “if you want to make it in this world, you have to hustle”, which well explains why I retired at 40 yet still work.  Hustle is what made this country great and what continues as the core element of our most successful citizens.  We are quick approaching the holiday season when we are asked to think of the needy in our community and help through donations of money or service.  I can’t help but think the needy would be much less so if they received a warm and soothing hustle enema for Christmas.   
This country’s needy have such unfair advantage it is amazing they could possibly need for anything.  Consider that most every American, barring mental or extreme physical disability, is born with equal chance for success.  That is unless you happen to be poor.   The poor immediately have an infinite number of doors opened to ensure their chance for success is significantly better than your average hard working citizen’s.  The poor and needy are eligible for special programs and assistance that are nearly unimaginable to those who earn things the old fashioned way, through hard work.  Our government offers the needy reduced rate heating oil, school lunches for their children, rent, free food, special assistance finding work and on and on.  In fact, although many of these needy people don’t pay any income tax, they are libel to receive a tax refund from the government.  That’s right, a refund on taxes they never paid.  And if the needy happen to fall into some minority group, the special privilege seems to multiply by the power of 10.  Additional doors are thrown open to special quotas for job selection, education, promotion and more.  These people don’t need hustle as long as they have a government handout from your tax dollars and your sympathetic donations.  

The huge benefits the needy receive in the way of free or reduced cost services are apparently not enough to square their chances for success.  Our government has seen fit to levy a higher tax rate on those who hustle and work for their success.  The more you hustle and the more financial success you have, the higher the percentage you will lose to taxes.  It all makes sense of course, Uncle Sugar needs those funds to redistribute them among the needy.  We have become a country who encourages hard work in word only.  In action, we celebrate financial failure through a host of government benefits and penalize financial success through a higher tax rate and guilt for not doing enough for the needy.
I don’t recall ever seeing a needy person who had hustle.  They tend to fit the mold of “woe is me and my bad luck” Oprah watchers who, when they finally find work, always have a much better understanding of the process for using their sick days than for the process of getting promoted.  They tend to have infinite excuses for why “The System” has screwed them, but ironically it is that same System they feel “owes” them a handout and benefits when they fail.  The financial fate of the needy should not be the tax payer’s responsibility.  If everyone just took care of themselves and their children the problem would immediately be solved and no one would need for anything.  You take care of yours, I’ll take care of mine.  Problem solved.  

As the holidays near and you are approached to help the needy, remember they are already getting far more help than anyone should expect, help that comes from your tax dollars.  Keeping your hard earned money to yourself isn’t mean-spirited, it’s smart.   Through your government and your taxes you have given more than enough already.  It is quite all right to bypass the donation box with your head held high and buy yourself a little something extra for Christmas.  You earned it through hard work and hustle, let the needy get theirs the same way.


Personal responsibility for your well-being is what separates the self-sufficient from the rest.  Hustle and a tight grip on their own bootstraps is all that will help the needy, hope and a handout only feed the problem.  “Needy” is a fancy word for “lazy”, anywhere you see “needy” in this article you can make the substitution in your mind.  
