To the Editor,

If you are up-in-arms over the recent report of prisoner abuse in Iraq you are the stupidest person in the country.  I am just kidding of course.  There are thousands of people just as stupid as you.  Senator Ron Wyden is one of them.
"It was significantly worse than I had anticipated, take the worst case and multiply it over several times”.  That is a quote from political opportunist and Democrat Senator from Oregon,  Ron Wyden, speaking about the “abuse” of Iraqi prisoners who were humiliated by being photographed naked. I can’t imagine how Senator Wyden comes to the conclusion that a “worse case” such as the beheading of Nick Berg could be multiplied several times over and compared to a prisoner forced to expose himself.  Headless people have difficulty speaking for themselves, so I will speak for Nick by saying nudie photos ain’t so bad, Senator.  I wonder what Senator Wyden considers “worst case” if it isn’t the murder, dismemberment and burning of our soldiers at the hands of their Iraqi captures.    

Recent news reports from Iraq have been consumed with articles and images of prisoner humiliation by a few retards the Army was unlucky enough to enlist.  Idiots who are not worthy of working at Orange Julius, let alone of wearing the uniform of a United States soldier.  In the last month there has been enough news coverage of these few morons to sicken even the proudest American supporter of the United States military.   When the media focuses on the bad, it misses the good.  While you were reading about humiliated Iraqis and sexcapades amongst a very few in the Army, you didn’t read about Private First Class Joseph B. Perez, United States Marine Corps.  While you were watching Oprah, here is what PFC Perez was doing on your behalf as cited in his award of the Navy Cross, a medal for heroism second only to the Medal of Honor.  
“1st Platoon came under intense enemy fire while clearing near Route 6 during the advance into Baghdad.  Perez, the point man for the lead squad, and therefore the most exposed member of the platoon, came under the majority of this fire.  Without hesitation, he continuously fired his M16A4 rifle to destroy the enemy while calmly directing accurate fires for his squad. He led the charge down a trench destroying the enemy and while closing and under tremendous enemy fire, threw a grenade into a trench that the enemy was occupying.  While under a heavy volume of fire, Perez fired an AT-4 rocket into a machine gun bunker, completely destroying it and killing four enemy personnel. His actions enabled the squad to maneuver safely to the enemy position and seize it.  In an effort to link up with 3rd Platoon on his platoon's left flank, Perez continued to destroy enemy combatants with precision rifle fire. As he worked his way to the left, he was hit by enemy fire, sustaining gunshot wounds to his torso and shoulder. 
Despite being seriously injured, Perez directed the squad to take cover and gave the squad accurate fire direction to the enemy that enabled the squad to reorganize and destroy the enemy. “

PFC Perez’s heroic action was in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Marine Corps and United States Naval service, however it apparently wasn’t worthy of the nightly news.  In spite of the misguided attention of the media and the truly bizarre thinking of the Senior Senator from Oregon, you can thank God there are still young men like PFC Perez who can maintain focus and get the job done no matter the personal risk.  We can all learn a lesson in courage and commitment from this 23 year old Marine.  Semper Fi.
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