To the Editor,

The list of things that really gripe me changes faster than Trail-Blazers get arrested.    Zach Randolph is scrubbing the ink off his finger tips and here is my list:

* Where have all the flags gone?  Patriotism flourished following 
9-1-1 with the stars and strips flying from virtually every doorstep and car antennae.   A cruise through Keizer now finds Duck and Beaver flags out number Old Glory by a fair margin.  It makes me wonder if another terrorist attack on the United States would bring a heartfelt response to a bleeding nation or just more phony jingoism.  Flying the flag is a personal choice, but it comes with a deep responsibility toward respect, honor and history.  Fly her high and proud, and you don’t need to wait for a national tragedy to break the colors.  If you have questions about proper display of the flag, ask a Boy Scout.
* If you are going to write checks, carry a pen.  So many times I have been in line behind a check writer, they open their check book and ta-da, nothing to write with.  You would think they would figure it out after a few hundred checks and you would be wrong.
* What the heck is a Lady Celt, anyway?  I have yet to hear anyone refer to the McNary football team as the Gentlemen Celts.  A gender neutral term like Celtic can hardly be improved upon, but this is the age of goofy feel-good prefixes and hyphens of which soccer mom and African-American come immediately to mind.  Mom. American. Celtic.  Simple is good. 
* I never thought I would see the day when any group could out whine the liberals, but that day has come and from a surprising group.  Military Reservists have jumped to the top of the belly-aching, whoa-is-me dung pile.  Not all of them, but certainly a vocal enough bunch that it gives the entire military reserve a black eye.  I am sick of hearing these people moan about activation and deployment away from their family, friends and civilian job.  Too many of them apparently thought they would take a half-step into the military, drill once a month, collect their pay and reap the benefits of education and retirement.  Now its payback time and you’d think we were activating the USC glee club to go fight a war.  They report for duty as ordered, which is to their benefit, but complain the whole way about the burden they bare.  If any of you reservists want to complain, try voicing it to one of the thousands who are on active duty and at the sharp end of the spear 24-7-365 and see if you get a sympathetic shoulder to cry on.  These easy-street malcontents should have thought this through before they raised their hand and took the oath.   There is another group of complainers squeezed right between the blubbering reservists and the Democratic National Committee, and that is the military reservist’s wives.  Embarrassing.
If I am going to keep pace with the Trail Blazers I better get started on a new list.   I hear Damon Stoudamire bought a new car so an arrest can’t be more than hours away. 
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