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To the Editor,

Keizer is in the midst of significant landscape changes that will alter the town forever.  The remodel of Orcutt’s old IGA building to accommodate Gold’s Gym and Goodwill is a great improvement that has been long overdue and the Keizer Outdoor Power Equipment park is now complete and ready to serve your relaxation and weed-wacking needs.  We anticipate the widening of Chemawa Road to feed the new Keizer Station super center, just as soon as the Friends of Marion County et al finally lose their battle to keep me from shopping at a Keizer Wal-Mart.   With all these improvements in the works, maybe it is time to inject some personality and flavor into Keizer’s Main Street.  It is time to rename River Road.  
River Road has served us well for decades, but the time is right to ditch the lame name and “Keizerize” our main artery with something more fitting and unique.  There is really no pressing justification for a name change, but there are a few lesser reasons to support the idea.  Our fine street drags its tail through Salem, losing uniqueness as both Salem and Keizer have a River Road.  Consider a name change as part of our venture toward independence from our southern sister.   Need more motivation?  There is no river within sight of the road.  But the best reason for a name change may be the most basic,  River Road is just plain boring and says nothing about our city or its people.
I couldn’t propose such a significant change without a few name suggestions of my own.  My first thought ran toward renaming the road for a great American, maybe someone who, like Keizer itself, came of age in the 1980’s.  We could proudly bless the street with the name of an American hero like Ronald Reagan, Colonel Oliver North, or G.W. Bush.   This could create the possibility of having the redundancy of Oliver North Rd North, but I like the idea of telling people the traffic was good today on the “G.W.” or the “Gipper”.  I suppose in all fairness to the liberals we could dedicate the newly renamed Bill Clinton Waste Water Treatment Plant. 
We would want to stay away from the Martin Luther King snare, virtually every MLK boulevard in the country has turned ghetto.   Thinking sports, we could borrow a name from a Trail-Blazer basketball great, maybe one who hasn’t been arrested or isn’t a complete jerk but the only name that came to mind was Sidney Wicks.  Who?  We’d be drifting a little far from Keizer anyway.  Bringing it back home, maybe naming the road for Iris’s or Volunteerism would be reasonable, or how about McNary Road.  Or better yet….
There is no doubt Celtic pride is huge in Keizer with businesses and families showing terrific support for the school.  McNary high school has touched virtually everyone in Keizer in one way or another.  Most people in the community are either McNary graduates, have kids who attend, or just enjoy the band and the football games.  Myself, I am a dropout of the class of 1980, Go Celts!  No one can dispute the significance of McNary high school in our community or the impact the school has had on so many people in Keizer.  A fitting tribute, one that the entire town could be proud of and one which would speak volumes of our community pride would be to rename River Road to Celtic Road.  Spearheading the Celtic Road project would be a good venture for McNary’s next graduating class as their legacy to the school and the town.  Celtic Road---sounds pretty good.  Now I’m going to go flush one to Mr. Clinton. 
